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SALES | RENTAL | PARTS | SERVIGE

1512 NEPTUNE DR #9706 7100 SW 3RD ST 12210 E 15T STREET
CLINTON, 0K 73601  OKLAHOMACITY,0K 73128  TULSA, 0K 74128
080-323-3422 405.789.6812 918.437.5058

ASCO Governmental Sales Divisions is here to
better serve our governmental customers. We hold
multiple purchasing cooperative contracts such as
NASPO (OK State Bid), HGAC and Buyboard for a
wide variety of equipment. Whether you're looking
to purchase, rent or maintain your equipment, our

team is here to support you and your fleet.

ASCOEQ.COM

COMPSOURCE
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WORK COMP COVERAGE
FOR OKLAHOMANS BY OKLAHOMANS

Work with Oklahoma's A-Rated workers' comp provider. You're
not just another customer - you're our neighbor.

PRO ) AT GOMPSOUR AL.COM | 800-34/-386
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Legislative Outreach

Author: Chris Schroder, ACCO Executive Director

Another legislative session has begun, and it kicked oft with Governor Stitt’s annual state of the
state address. In the Governor’s address he listed four priorities for his executive budget: defend the
taxpayer dollar, protect Oklahomans, modernize government, and promote Oklahoma.

The Governor proposed a flat budget for fiscal year 2025 that includes a 0.25 percentage point
individual income tax reduction. The proposed budget for fiscal year 2025 totals $10.8 billion. The
Governor also vowed to sign any tax cut that comes to his desk.

As far as legislation, there were over 2,000 bills filed this session. This number does not include
the carryover bills from the last session. ACCO is tracking over 200 of these bills with more sure to be
added to the list. The first deadline for bills to be heard in committee is February 29th, so any bill not
heard by that point will go dormant for the session.

We held our first Wake-Up Wednesday breakfast on February 7th. This happened to be our
annual joint breakfast with CODA in conjunction with their legislative conference. We had a great
turnout with approximately 150 people in attendance, including over thirty legislators.
Remember, we host this breakfast every Wednesday and would love to have more
commissioners attend. If you plan to attend, please invite your legislators.

ACCO is also excited to start our capitol visits. The ACCO board and
legislative committee agreed to a new plan this year to increase commissioners’
presence at the capitol during the legislative session. The commissioners in
each ACCO district are being asked to come to the capitol once this session. It
is our hope that a constant presence at the capitol will keep our bills and funding
requests at the forefront of legislators’ minds.

During the visits, ACCO will provide a handout for each
commissioner as well as cards to give to legislators that show some of
the bills we support. It is important for commissioners to talk about
the successes you are having in your county, CED, COG, or whatever
it may be. Legislators need to hear about the positive things
happening in your county, not just your needs.

As always, you can continue to follow the weekly

legislative email updates of Bill Case or our weekly videos on
Facebook. I look forward to a successful session.
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OKLAHOMA ATOOSA
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405) 478-2900 918) 266-3300
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Equipment shown is for illustrative purposes only and may display optional accessories or components specific
to their global region. Vermeer and the Vermeer logo are trademarks of Vermeer Manufacturing Company in the

U.S. and/or other countires. © 2022 Vermeer Great Plains. All Rights Reserved.

WESTERN
JOHN DEERE EQUIPMENT
powered by
0 0 B RE a B B 50 0

No Buyer’s Premium. No Transport Cost. No Surprises.

®  Global Equipment Marketplace = Full Service & Support

® Delivering Customized Solutions = 100% bidadoo Guarantee

bidadoo.com | 206.442.9000 | sell@bidadoo.com
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PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING CONSULTANTS

DEFINING THE FUTURE
OF OUR COMMUNITY

TODAY, TOMORROW,
TOGETHER

CIVIL ENGINEERING | ARCHITECTURAL ENGINEERING
FIELD ENGINEERING | ENERGY ENGINEERING

1924 South Utica Avenue, Suite 1400

Tulsa, OK 74104
918.664.5400

www.pecl.com

Fuel is \_lerY
expensive’

Helping counties keep
fuel costs under control
through bulk fuel treatment
programs and fuel testing.

BG Products of Oklahoma
800.560.0024

Maximizing Impact: A Concise Guide to
NACo Committee Engagement

Author: Kim Hall, NACo

Active participation in NACo committees is the key to
amplifying county influence at the federal level. This article
delves into the transformative potential of serving on a
NACo committee, highlighting opportunities and benefits
for county officials.

With over 1,500 participants, including individuals 23 from
14 Oklahoma counties, NACo committees cover a diverse
range of topics —from arts and culture to veteran affairs.
This engagement is not merely about policy but a strategic
pathway to secure federal policies and resources for local
communities, requiring just one hour of commitment per
month.

Applying for a committee is seamless, with the flexibility
to join as a member any time during the year. Committee
terms run from July to July.

For those aspiring to leadership roles, applications open
each spring for Chair and Vice-Chair positions and
appointments are announced at NACo’s Annual Business
Meeting in July.

Serving on a NACo committee is an opportunity to make
a tangible impact on issues that matter. Networking
opportunities abound, allowing members to connect with
fellow leaders and tap into extensive networks through
committee liaison staff.

Participating on a NACo committee
is a strategic gateway to active
participation in shaping federal
policy and advocating for counties.
As the saying goes, “If you aren't at
the table, you are on the menu!”
NACo committees provide the
platform where impactful change
begins resulting in stronger counties
and a stronger America.

Explore your options at www.naco.
org/getinvolved or for questions,
please email
membership@naco.org.

ACCO Crossroads | Volume 18 Issue 1 7




Keb Lehenbauer
405-612-4644

keb@railroadyard.com

® Tank Car Culverts
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Storm Season is Approaching

Author: Melinda Griffith, OCCEDB Transportation Programs Administrator

OCCEDB has funding available for the Storm Debris Cleanup Assistance Program.

Storm Debris Cleanup Assistance allows Counties to clean up debris located within county right-of-way, after a natural disaster has
occurred. Counties reimbursement will be based on the current FEMA rates for employees, equipment, etc. (Counties will not be
reimbursed prisoners” hourly wages.) Before and after pictures of the clean-up site will be required. Once the site has been cleaned up,
the before and after pictures and a total of all associated costs will be forwarded to OCCEDB for reimbursement.

A natural disaster must occur and be declared by one of the following:

L The Board of County Commissioners
II. State of Oklahoma
III. Federal

Definition: Natural disasters include all types of severe weather, which have the potential to pose a
significant threat to human health and safety, property, critical infrastructure, and security. This assistance
program prepares counties for a variety of natural disasters, including winter storms, floods, tornados,
wildfires, earthquakes, high winds or any combination thereof.

Types of allowable reimbursement:

TOTAL REIMBURSEMENT LIMIT PER COUNTY COMMISSIONER DISTRICT- $5,000

L. Dump Roll Off’s

II. Labor (FEMA Rates)

III. Equipment (FEMA Rates)

Iv. Landfill Fees

V. *QOther types of allowable reimbursement may be considered. DEQ and OCCEDB will

review those requests.

Applications can be found at OCCEDB.org or contact Melinda Griffith at melindaa@okacco.org

PK

EQUIPMENT
@JOHNDEERE

PKEQUIPMENT.COM

AGGREGATE SALES | CONCRETE SALES
405-297-8224 | 405-297-8315

8300 N Oklahoma Ave, Oklahoma City, OK 73114 REACH OUT TO OUR GOVERNMENTAL SALES TEAM:

KEVIN LANE ALVIN CARDEN PAT RONCK

(405) 856-2250 (405) 320-1259 (580) 532-5406
klane@pkequipment.com acarden@pkequipment.com pronck@pkequipment.com|




Plan now for a

more comfortable
retirement

You might be thinking that you have a lot of time

before you need to think about retirement. You're DEFERRED COMPENSATION
right. But you may need to put that time to work. MAKES IT EASY

Here’s why:

) ) . Through your employer’s 457(b)

@ Your pension might not cover all your living deferred compensation plan, you:
expenses in retirement

Contribute to your account

You want to save more so you can enjoy your .
@ each pay period

time in retirement

The more time you have, the easier it is to fill Invest that money so it can
a potential income gap potentially grow into a lot more
The sooner you start, the easier it can be. Use tools to monitor your account

and make adjustments as needed

If you wait, it could take much more per pay period
to achieve the same goal.

This material is not a recommendation to buy or sell a financial
product or to adopt an investment strategy. Investors should

|T,S Tl M E TO G ET STA RTED discuss their specific situation with their financial professional.

To schedule an individual

Scan this code to enroll online. . .
appointment, scan this code.

Jillian Russell
405-642-5387
russjlis@nationwide.com

NRM-9461A0.8 (01/23)

Nationwide Retirement Solutions and Nationwide Life Insurance Company (collectively "Nationwide") have
endorsement relationships with the National Association of Counties, the International Association of Fire-Fighters
Corporation, the United States Conference of Mayors and the National Association of Police Organizations.

Information provided by Retirement Specialists is for educational purposes only and not intended as investment
advice. Nationwide Retirement Specialists and plan representatives are Registered Representatives of Nationwide
Investment Services Corporation, member FINRA, Columbus, Ohio.

Nationwide and the Nationwide N and Eagle are service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. ©2024
Nationwide
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Mitigating Liability Through Training for
Law Enforcement and Detention Staft

Author: Joe Koerner, ACCO Director of Training

In an era where public scrutiny and legal accountability are paramount, the importance of
mitigating liability through comprehénsive training for law enforcement and detention staff cannot be
overstated. The role of these professionals is crucial in maintaining public safety, and proper training is a
key factor in ensuring they navigate their responsibilities ethically and within the bounds of the law.

1. Enhanced Decision-Making;

Effective training equips law enforcement and detention staff with the skills to make sound decisions
in high-pressure situations. Simulation exercises and scenario-based training enable them to hone
their judgment and respond appropriately, reducing the likelihood of actions that could lead to legal
repercussions.

2. Understanding Legal Standards:

Training programs emphasize the importance of understanding and adhering to legal standards and
%)ro_toc.o s. This includes staying updated on changes in legislation, ensuring that officers are aware of
heir rights and limitations, and promoting a culture of compliance within the law enforcement and

detention communities.

3. De-escalation Techniques:

Given the rising concern over the use of force, training programs focus on de-escalation techniques.
Teaching officers and staff how to defuse tense situations without resorting to excessive force not only
protects the public but also shields law enforcement from potential legal consequences.

4. Documentation and Record-Keeping:

Accurate and thorough documentation 1s a fundamental aspect of mitigating liability. Training
programs stress the importance of proper record-keeping, ensuring that incidents are documented
accurately and comprehensively. This documentation can serve as a crucial defense in legal proceedings.

5. Accountability and Ethics:

Trainin% instills a strong sense of accountability and ethics within law enforcement and detention staft.
By emphasizing the ethical considerations of their roles, professionals are better equipped to make
decisions aligned with moral principles, reducing the likelihood of actions that could result in legal
consequences.

6.. Crisis Intervention;

Law enforcement and detention staff often encounter individuals in crisis.
Training in crisis intervention equips them with the skills to handle these
situations compassionately and safely, minimizing the risk of legal
challenges arising from mishandling vulnerable individuals.

In conclusion, mitigating liability through training is an essential
investment in the professionalism and integrity of law enforcement

and detention staff. BZ providing comprehensive, up-to-date training
programs, we can fosfer a culture of accountability, ethical conduct, and
responsible dec131on-mak1n(§, ultimately ensuring the s_afet%and well-
being of both the public and those tasked with upholding the law.

We are proud to be your preferred training resource for our
members.

Joe Koerner

Director of Trainin
Ofhice: (405) 516-531
Cell: (405) 857-4262
Email: joek@okacco.com

ACCO Crossroads | Volume 18 Issue 1 11
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FUTURE CONFERENCE DATES FOR
2024, 2025, & 2026
DATES WHEN HOTEL ROOM BLOCKS WILL OPEN

ONLINE REGISTRATIONS AND PAYMENTS!

NEVER WAIT IN LINE AND NEVER PAY A LATE FEE AGAIN.
Go To: www.okacco.com

ACCO has all the registrations set up to register online now.

Counties can get registered with just a few short questions and when you enter your email it will send you a confirmation of
your registrations (one county employee per form).

Vendor’s can now pay for their ACCO memberships and conference registrations online.

When paying online by credit card you can enter the “payer” email
and receive your receipt immediately.

Counties ordering extra directories by PO will still need to call Felix @405-516-5317
or send an email request with PO # to info@okacco.com.

2024 - 2024 - 2024

ACCO Spring Conference 2024, March 27th & 28th, 2024
(Summer 24 Room Block Opens 4/1/24 at 8:00 AM)

ACCO Summer Conference 2024, July 31st & August 1st, 2024
(Fall 24 Room Block Opens 8/5/24 at 8:00 AM)

ACCO Fall Conference 2024, November 13th & 14th, 2024
(Spring 25 Room Block Opens 11/18/24 at 8:00 AM)

2025 - 2025 - 2025

ACCO Spring Conference 2025, April 2nd & 3rd, 2025
(Summer 25 Room Block Opens 4/7/25)

ACCO Summer Conference 2025, July 30st & July 31st, 2025
(Fall 25 Room Block Opens 8/4/25)

ACCO Fall Conference 2025, October 29th & 30th, 2025
(Spring 26 Room Block Opens 11/3/25)

2026 - 2026 - 2026

ACCO Spring Conference 2026, April 1st & 2nd, 2026
(Summer 26 Room Block Opens 4/6/26)

ACCO Summer Conference 2026, July 29th & July 30th, 2026
(Fall 26 Room Block Opens 8/3/26)

ACCO Fall Conference 2026, October 28th & 29th 2026
(Spring 27 Room Block Opens 11/2/26)

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact

Felicity “Felix” Johnson
Meetings/Events & Office Manager
Office: 405.516.5317 Fax: 405.576.3146
Mobile: 405.412.8019
felixj@okacco.com info@okacco.com
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Hold Harmless Clauses and Use of
Certificates of Insurance

Author: Dusty Birdsong, Administrator, ACCO-SIG/ACCO-SIF

It is important that counties always request certificates of insurance and hold harmless agreements from organizations,
groups and/or individuals that either lease and/or use county owned buildings as a method of protecting it from future
claims or lawsuits. The following paragraph outlines sample language that can be utilized to draft a basic hold harmless
agreement when these types of arrangements are entered into with an outside party.

The use of the term “Second Party” refers to the organization, group and or individual that agree to enter into a contract
with the county for use of a county owned building.

(Second Party) agrees to indemnify and hold harmless County from any and all liability, loss, or damage that

County may suffer as a result of claims, demands, costs and or judgments against it arising from: (Describe
the activities contemplated by the parties, for example: the county is leasing the fairgrounds arena and or a fairgrounds
building to a rodeo contractor for either a rodeo and or a bull riding event).

It is also important to make sure the organization, group and/or individual that are using the county owned building has an
insurance policy in effect that includes general liability coverage. In the event the “Second Party” has an insurance policy

in force, the county should always request that it be named as an additional insured on their policy through a certificate of
insurance. A copy of the certificate of insurance should be requested by the involved county and kept of file for at least two
years.

The involved counties lease agreement should include the following language to accomplish this:

(Second Party) agrees to provide County a certificate of insurance naming County as an
additional insured in an amount of not less than $25,000/$125,000/$1,000,000 for liability policy limits.

The limits outlined in the above paragraph mirror Oklahoma’s Governmental Tort Claims Act and is the reason these
specific liability limits are recognized. The applicable tort claims act liability limits in Tulsa and Oklahoma County’s would
be $25,000/$175,000/$1,000,000.

The purpose of this requirement is to make certain that the organization, group and/or individual has the financial means
available to compensate an injured person if the injured person can legally seek recovery from involved party. If the injured
party can recover for his injuries from the involved organization, group and or individual, he or she is less likely to look

to the county for compensation. If the involved organization, group or individual has no means

of compensating the injured person, they will be looking to the involved county for payment of

their claim.

A hold harmless agreement executed by a “Second Party”, while helpful, may be of little value if
the “Second Party” has no financial resources to pay for the defense cost or judgment. For this
reason, it is important that the “Second Party” always provide a valid certificate of insurance to
the involved county demonstrating its ability to defend and pay for any injuries that may occur
while using county owned buildings and or property.

If you should have any questions regarding the above, please give me a call at the
ACCO offices.

ACCO Crossroads | Volume 18 Issue 1
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Brent Bolerjack, PE / 405.493.0500
Daniel Ashbaugh, PE / 918.806.7201

walterpmoore.com

A local government investment pool (LGIP) is a short-term, highly liquid investment
vehicle enabling public entities to pool their funds for investment purposes. LGIPs can
assist local governments in earning investment income, allowing them to provide
additional services to their communities without taxing their constituents.

What features does a local government investment pool offer?

Same-Day Liquidity No Transaction Fees*

Competitive Rate of Return Investments Permitted Under State Law
On-Demand Investment Reporting No Investment Minimums or Maximums
Secure, Online Transaction Portal Professionally Managed Portfolio

*You may experience transaction fees from your bank, but there will be no transaction fees charged from Public Trust. The
information presented should not be used in making any investment decisions. This material is not a recommendation to buy,
sell, implement, or change any securities or investment strategy, function, or process. Any financial and/or investment
decision should be made only after considerable research, consideration, and involvement with an experienced professional
engaged for the specific purpose. Public Trust Advisors is not a bank and your investment with Public Trust Advisors is not
insured or guaranteed by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation or any other governmental agency. Past performance

is not an indication of future performance. Any fil ial and/or i ion may incur losses.




HIGRESEREEDAINTERINE)




ACGO SPRING GONFERENGE 2024 AGENDA

Wednesday March 27th, 2024 Thursday March 28th, 2024

6:30am Exhibit Hall Early Set Up  OK “F- J”
7:30am Registration Opens East Lobby
7:30am Exhibit Hall Opens OK “F-J”
8:30am ODOT CAB Meeting Sooner A & B
9:30am County Engineers Meeting Boomer A & B
10:00am ACCO Ladies PDR-1
10:00am Educational Session Oklahoma “E”
Damon Lane, Chief Meteorologist
KOCO News 5
11:30am Visit With Your Vendors
Lunch on Your Own
1:30pm General Session Oklahoma “E”
Welcome
ACCO President
Commissioner Jim Rogers, Sequoyah Co.
Invocation
National Anthem
Representative Jon Echols, Majority Floor Leader
Cindy Byrd, Oklahoma State Auditor
Tim Gatz, Director of Oklahoma
Department of Transportation
Chris Schroder, ACCO Executive Director
Following District Meetings e
General Session ~ District #1 Oklahoma “E”
District #2 Oklahoma “A’
District #3 University “A
District #4 University "B
District #5 Oklahoma “C”
District #6 Northpark
District #7 Noble —n
District #8 Oklahoma “B
4:00pm Registration Closes East Lobby
5:30pm Exhibit Hall Closes OK “F-J”
5:45pm Evening Meal N. Conference
Hallway
7:30pm Clancy Davis Band OK “A,B,C”

7:30am Registration Opens East Lobby
7:30am Exhibit Hall Opens OK “E-J”
7:30am Visit with your Vendors OK “E-J”
8:30am ACCO Board Meeting University “A”
8:30am ACCO SIG/SIF Board Meeting University “A”
10:00am Educational Session OK“A, B, C”
ODOT Funding
Programs for Counties
Matt Mitchell, ODOT
Brandon Dudgeon, ODOT
11:30am OCCEDB Board Meeting University “A”
11:30am Lunch on Your Own
2:00pm Educational Session OK“A, B, C”
New MUTCD Guidelines
(Signage Requirements, Workzone Safety, and More)
Dale Frech, ACCO
3:00pm Exhibit Hall Closes/Teardown
3:00pm Registration Closes
4:30pm Bunny Money Bingo OK “E”
& Buffet

MUST BE PAID ATTENDEE TO BE ELIGIBLE TO WIN

ACCO

Association of County
Commissioners of Oklahoma

Registration Required For All
Conference Attendees

Name badges must be presented for

all workshops, events, and meals

17
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ALTERNATIVE
1t CONSTRUCTION PARTS

405.341.0664 * Fax 405.341.5828
6500 N. I-35 Industrial Blvd. * Edmond, OK 73034-90671
Toll Free 1.800.994.0709

dtblt wespecianize vy
I I I I * New After -Market, & Used Parts for Heavy I I I
II Construction Equipment & Farm Tractors II

* Major Powershift Transmission & Torque Converter l
Rebuild

* Hydraulic & Pi tic Cylinder Rebuild & Reseal

* Major Diesel Engine Rebuild & Repair on Heavy
Construction Equipment

* Rubber Tracks & Comp Sfor C t Equip t

* Bucket Teeth & Cutting Edges on all Major Brands of
Construction Equipment also Milling Machine Teeth,
Ripper Teeth, & Soil Stabilizer Teeth

* Custom Machine Shop Service

r

* Custom Fabrication & Welding Service

* New Undercarriage and Non Undercarriage
Replacement Parts for Crawler Equipment

* Custom Track Service Offering Pins and Bushings
Turned & Replaced R & I Undercarriage Components

* Excavator Boom Pin & Bushing Repair
* Motor Grader Cutting Edges 866.2WARREN | WARRENCAT.COM WARREN @
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DRAWING OKLAHOMA TOGETHER

YEARS.
COUNTIES.
ARCHITECTURE ENGINEERING
Mayes County Fairgrounds Tulsa IDL

For 77 years, BKL has been the solution for simple, elegant, and practical design projects
in communities throughout Oklahoma. We pledge to continue providing the same high
quality design services while being responsive to the needs of our clients and as we

continue fo draw Oklahoma together.

bklinc.com
o ... .‘ ‘.. P .. O AlA a . : a P



Bpus JPoss € OMPANY.

Since 1971
If It's A Drainage Problem ... We Can Solve It.

Pipe Fittings Corrugated Steel
Fabrications Pipe & HDPE Pipe
Structural For
. Culverts &
Plate Pipe Storm Sewers
Statewide 6” through 144” Dia.
Delivery Round & Arched

1-800-522-3790 6300 Melrose Lane (405) 495-3611
| Fax 405-594-3628 Oklahoma City, OK 73137 P.O. Box 270066

www.dubross.com




INDUSTRIAL & HYDRAULIC HOSES

v Air/Water Hose v LPG Hase

v Lay Flat Hose v Hose Reels

v Rubber & PVC Suction Hose v Brake Lines

v Rubber & PVC Discharge Hose v A/C Lines

v Tank Truck Hose v Sanitary Stainless Tubing
v Petraleum Drop & Vapor Hose v Vacuum Truck Hose

v Hydraulic Hose Up To 2” 6-Spiral v Septic Pump Truck Hose

ASSORTED FITTINGS

A Complete Line of
Fittings, Valves and Adapters

HYDRAULIC
PNEUMATIC
PIPE FITTINGS
VALVES
Oklahoma City Tulsa McAlester
6715 W. Reno 12321 E. Pine St. 4617 Powell St.
Oklahoma City, OK 73127 Tulsa, OK 74116 McAlester, OK 74501
405.495.7820 918.438.1700 918.310.1550

Follow us on

WWW. CENITRALOKHOSE.COM

Workers Comp 101

The CC-Form 2, First Report of Injury, can be located on the ACCO Website at OKACCO.com and is located under the Insurance Program tab.

This form should be filled out and completed by the Employer, (NOT the injured worker) and sent to the Claims Department as soon as
possible. Failure to turn in the completed CC-Form 2 within 10 days the Employer is made aware of the accident, may result in a $500 penalty
to the Employer.

Also, please provide a complete Social Security number as this is required in the system when we build the claim. If applicable, it would be
helpful to provide the County District number.

At no time, should an injured worker provide their group health insurance information to the medical provider for a work-related injury.

As stated earlier, the Worker’s Compensation Reporting Guidelines Checklist is located under the Insurance Program tab. We recommend you
visit this checklist when any question arise or call the Claims Department and we will be happy to assist you.

By following these Guidelines, you can help ensure your Worker’s Compensation claims are processed quickly, accurately and the injured
employee receives the appropriate benefits.

Claims Handling Provided by:
County Claims of Oklahoma
429 N.E. 50th Street
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
Main Line: 405-962-1920
Toll Free: 877-962-1920
Fax: 405-962-1929
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Please Welcome All of Our

Select

Advanced Drainage Solutions
Alternative Contruction Parts
American Fidelity

ASCO Equipment Co.

BancFirst

BG Products

bidadoo auctions

BKL Inc.

Boxcer Equipment

Bruckner’s Truck & Equipment
Burgess & Niple

Central Oklahoma Hose, Inc.
CompSource Mutual Insurance Co
Confidnce Ford Norman
Consor Engineers LLC

Direct Discount Tire

Dolese Bros Co.

Dub Ross Company
EnviroTech Services, Inc
Graham Auctioneers

Great Plains Kubota

GREAT WESTERN TRAILER
Guy Engineering

Holt Truck Centers

Industrial Truck Equipment, Inc
Jensen Tractor

KellPro

Kirby-Smith Machinery, Inc
Mercy Regional EMS

P&K Equipment

Premier Truck Group

Public Trust Advisors, LLC
Purple Wave Auction

Resound Networks LLC

SNB BANK, N.A.

Stantec Consulting Services Inc
TECTA AMERICA OKLAHOMA
THE G.W. VANKEPPEL CO
The Railroad Yard Inc.

United Ag & Turf

Vermeer Great Plains

VIP Technology Solutions Group
Walter P Moore

Warren CAT

Welch State Bank

Western Equipment

Wilson Culverts, Inc.
Yellowhouse Machinery Co. of OK
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Executive

Architects in Partnership, LLC
Asphalt Zipper, Inc.

Certified Laboratories

Chappell Supply and Equipment
Cimline-DuraPatcher

CL Boyd

Coastal Energy Corporation

Collins Zorn & Wagner PLLC
ELKHORN MACHINERY INC
Ergon Asphalt & Emulsions, Inc.
HealthChoice

Kirkham, Michael & Associates, Inc.
Mowtown Outdoors

Oklahoma Conservation Commission
PERFECTION EQUIPMENT
Pinnacle Consulting Management Group, Inc.
Premier Steel Services

Proseal Inc.

Rafter ] Bar H Consulting, LLC

Ram Products Chemicals and High Pressure Washers
RCB Bank

SEALMASTER

Shuterra, LLC

Smith Two Way Radio, INC

SRB

T&W Tire

Wright Asphalt Product Co.
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2024 Vendor Members

Corporate

Advanced Workzone Services
Anchor D Bank

Armstrong Bank

Bank of Grand Lake

Better Barns

Blackmon Mooring/ BMS CAT
BuyBoard National Purchasing Cooperative
CEC

CH&W TIRE, LLC

Clear Creek Golf Car & Utility Vehicles
Crafton Tull

D&H United Fueling Solutions Inc
Dickson Equipment Company, Inc.
DUNN FORD COMPANY
Entegrity Energy Partners
EST-WSB

Freese and Nichols, Inc.

Get Help

Guernsey

Halft

Hall Brothers, Inc

Haskell Lemon LLC

Hoidale Co., Inc.

IBEX, LLC

Innovative Roadway Solutions, LLC
InQuik Bridging Systems
Invenergy LLC

John Vance Fleet Services

Kaput Products

LE Marshall

Lochner(aka H.W. Lochner, Inc)
Loftness Specialized Equipment
Logan County Asphalt Co.

Meshek & Associates, LLLC
MKEC Engineering, Inc.

Monday Trailers & Equipment
NextEra Energy Resources

Nextlink Internet

OARC

OK/AR American Concrete Pavement Association
Oklahoma Cement Solutions
Oklahoma Precast Association
OSU-LTAP

P&K Stone LLC

Poe & Associates

Proactive Air Solutions

Professional Engineering Consultants
Red Rock Leasing LLC

Security National Bank of Enid
Smith-Roberts Land Services Inc. (SRLS)
SMS PowerTrain and Hardware
South 99 Equipment Sales & Marketing LLC
SouthBuild, LLC

Southern Tire Mart

Southwest Envirotx Partners. LLC
Standard Roofing

Standley Systems

Stewart Martin Kubota

Sunbelt Equipment & Supply, Inc.
Terracon Consultants, Inc.

Tetra Tech

Timberlake Construction

Trinitas Materials LLC

Turbo Diesel of Oklahoma, Inc.
Universal Field Services, Inc.

Utley & Associates

Vance Brothers INC

W.R. Meadows, Inc.

Wylie Sprayers
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OSU introduces Oklahoma Hydronet to
improve water management

Media Contact: Alisa Boswell-Gore | Office of Communications & Marketing, OSU Agriculture | 405-744-7115 | alisa.gore@okstate.edu

Researchers from Oklahoma State University and the University of Oklahoma prepare to install new soil water content sensors at an Oklahoma Mesonet site as part of the
Oklahoma Hydronet initiative. The Hydronet system will also measure water stored in soil, aquifers and reservoirs. (Photo by OSU Agriculture)

Oklahoma State University researchers have partnered with
other state and federal entities to improve the management of
water resources across the state.

“We're trying to create a world-class water monitoring network
for our state to complement what we already have, which is

a world-class meteorological network with the Oklahoma
Mesonet,” said Tyson Ochsner, professor of plant and soil
sciences in the Ferguson College of Agriculture.

Branded the Oklahoma Hydronet, the monitoring system will
measure water stored in soil, aquifers and reservoirs. OSU

is partnering with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, the
Oklahoma Water Resources Center, the Oklahoma Water
Resources Board and the University of Oklahoma for the project.

“Drought and flooding are always a problem in Oklahoma,” said
Chris Adams, monitoring coordinator with the Oklahoma Water
Resources Board. “The Hydronet project is about being prepared
for those things, so we can see where those water sources are at
and plan accordingly. But it will also help us plan for the future”

Ochsner said whether it is managing droughts and limited

irrigation water or trying to predict floods, the state needs better
water system monitoring. He said many reservoirs around the

ACCO Crossroads | Volume 18 Issue 1

state are not currently monitored for water levels.

“The amount of water stored in shallow aquifers can change quite
a bit throughout the season and from year to year. I've talked to
farmers who have said their crops failed because they ran out of
water before their crops reached maturity,” Ochsner said. “They
don’t know how much water will be available to their crops
because we don't have that kind of water monitoring system in
place across the state”

Ochsner said the first step will be to expand water level
monitoring across the state for reservoirs and aquifers.

“When making streamflow forecasts for an extreme weather
event, it makes a big difference whether the reservoirs are full,
empty or somewhere in the middle, but we don't have that
information available right now;” Ochsner said. “We have a good
program to monitor the aquifers once per year, but that data is
not provided in a timely fashion and is not going to help those
managing water in season.”

The Hydronet project will install new sensors to monitor water
levels and serve as a communications system for collecting and
storing daily data and sharing it online. The system will also
create maps and figures to help water managers and forecasters
apply the data.



The Oklahoma Mesonet has had soil moisture sensors in place
since 1996, but more accurate sensors will replace the outdated
sensors at all Mesonet sites, and measurement depths will be
extended to better represent the plant root zone.

“There will also be a research component because no one has had
integrated water monitoring at this scale, so we haven't developed
the science for using this type of integrative monitoring. This

data will open powerful ways for us to make better forecasts for
flooding or drought,” Ochsner said. “Some communities rely on
unmonitored groundwater aquifers or surface water reservoirs for
their community water supply, so being better able to monitor and
forecast those water resources will be directly relevant to many
water users across the state”

Ochsner said the project has initial funding through the National
Oceanic Atmospheric Association, and researchers are seeking
additional funding to maintain and grow the Hydronet beyond
the initial two-year installation phase. He said U.S. Rep. Frank
Lucas and former Sen. Jim Inhofe played a large role in making the
Hydronet project possible.

“Leaders understanding the priority and value of water and water
management is key. Water is going to continue to be an important
topic for the growth and future of our state;” Ochsner said. “We’re
going to continue to find ways to develop and support this effort,
so it can have a long-term impact on Oklahoma. Hopefully,

the state can serve as an example for other regions that want to
implement similar systems””
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OUR SERVICES

Roadway design

Bridge design

Utility design

Flood control & drainage design
Utility locating

Utility relocation coordination
Land surveying & mapping
Land acquisition

Bridge inspection
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FULL LINE OF KUBOTA EQUIPMENT AND EXCEPTIONAL
EQUIPMENT SERVICES PROVIDED BY TRAINED TECHNICIANS

NO PROBLEM TOO BIG OR SMALL FOR A KUBOTA

SCAN TO LEARN MORE!

GREAT PLAINS KUBOTA
GPKubota.com

= 855-4KUBOTA

* The Great Plains Kubota Decade Warranty is additional coverage offered
exclusively by Great Plains Kubota. For complete warranty eligibility and
coverage information contact your local Great Plains Kubota. Not available
on M7 or M8-Series models. KCDA-04-Great Plains - ACCO Newsletter Ad-1
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